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Trains and Radios... See you at the October Meeting! 


Did you know that railroad cabooses have been 
replaced by portable radio telemetry units? It turns 
out that radios are used in many unexpected 
places inside trains, trackside "bungalows" and at 
train control centers. What about meteor scatter? 
Did you know that some trains rely on meteor scat- 
ter to communicate to their dispatch centers? 

How about the internet. Did you know that you 
can track the positions of railroad trains as well as 
the settings of various track switches over the radio 
and/or the internet? 

Well, if you come to the October 2 meeting of 
the Atlanta Radio Club you'll hear about these 
technologies and a host of fascinating others that 
make the trains running from a ham and railroad in- 
dustry expert, Darrell Krueger. And see some of 


Gentlemen start your radios! 


the equipment up close. 
Any former or current railroad modelers out 
there? You definitely should attend. 


Radios + Trains (big trains) = Fun. 


What: Atlanta Radio Cluib 

Program: Darrell Krueger, KI4RXJ, 

presenting "RF in the Railroad Industry" 

Where: American Red Cross/ Atlanta Chapter on 
Monroe Drive 

Date/Time: Thursday, October 2 at 7:30 
Website: http://www.w4doc.org/ 

Talk-In: 146.820 (-) Tone 146.2 


73,Rob Osattin KI4UTY 


Lunch Time 10m LXPedition October 02, 2008 


Source: Jorge Luis de la Torre - jorgedit@yahoo.com // ki4sgu@arrl.net 


| will be organizing the 3rd Lunch Time 10m LxPedition event 


Inside this issue... 


Repeaters...Page 2 


020CT2008 Thursday afternoon at 1200~1300 local Atlanta time 


(EDT/-4ZULU). | hope some of you will be able to listen for us. But 


Testing...Page 3 


before we get to the details, please allow me to regress a bit. 


| can tell from the numerous basic questions | get on the local re- 


Hamfests...Page 3 


peaters, and the various email messages | receive every day that 


many folks have not heard of an 10m Lunch Time LXpedition, or in- 


deed of the LXpedition concept in general. 
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As for the later, the LXpedition concept itself, it is best understood 


by the text written by LxPedition originator Bill/kKb4KFT -- 

"LxPedition - Just like a HAM DxPedition except no sponsors, you 
use your own money, and if all goes wrong you can walk back home 
(if you really want). - While on business trips or vacations we are set- 
ting up portable stations and attempting to contact the folks back in 
Atlanta. What makes it a true LxPedition and not just portable opera- 
tion is a schedule of frequencies and times for making contacts." -- 
Many other Atlanta HAMs were there at the beginning, but ko4KFT 


(Continued on page 4) 
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THE ATLANTA HAM 


The Atlanta HAM is the official 
bulletin of The Atlanta Radio 
Club serving its members and 
the Atlanta community. Original 
articles, art, and photos are 
welcome. Copyrighted material 
cannot be printed without per- 
mission form the appropriate le- 
gal authority. Please include 
such disclaimers in all materials 
submitted. 


Submit articles: 


Atlanta Radio Club 
Attn: HAM EDITOR 
PO BOX 720398 
Atlanta, Georgia 30358 


Contact the editor for available 
formats to transfer material. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMIS- 
SIONS IS THE 21ST OF EACH 
MONTH! 


The Atlanta HAM is created 
using Microsoft Publisher 


Permission is hereby granted 
for the reproduction of material 
found in the Atlanta HAM 
unless otherwise noted provid- 
ing proper credit is given to the 
author and The Atlanta Radio 
Club . 


THE ATLANTA RADIO CLUB, W4DOC 


Originally known as the "Atlanta 
Wireless Club," the Atlanta Ra- 
dio Club is one of the oldest 
and largest amateur radio clubs 
in the United States. With 
nearly 200 members, the Club 
sponsors numerous activities 
and services for its membership 
and for the Atlanta area ama- 
teur radio community. 


The Club is best known for its 
sponsorship of the annual At- 
lanta HamFestival, a Saturday 
event which hosts many ven- 
dors, exhibitors, and flea mar- 
keters of amateur radio equip- 
ment and other electronic 
equipment. 


Bank of America Tower 
Site of Atlanta Repeaters: 


146.82(-), 224.34(-) and 444.825(+) 


W4DOC REPEATERS 


The Atlanta Radio Club operates five repeaters at two locations. Currently 
our most active project is at the Bank of America Tower where we operate 
three repeaters at 146.82(-), 224.34 (-), and 444.825(+). On the web, go to 
http://www.saf.com/arc/repeater.pdf for a Acrobat 4.0 diagram of our system. 


Our second location is the WFOX broadcast tower at Chestnut Mountain, 
south of Gainesville, GA. We operate two repeaters on 145.35(-) & 444.45 
(+). These repeaters are being renovated under the expert guidance of Den- 
nis, KF4AMHW. For pictures of that site, see http://www.saf.com/arc/wfox.html 


The current schedule for net operations include the Sunday Night Net on 
146.820 (Linked to 145.35 on FOX) at 8PM EST and the Southeastern VHF 
Net on Wednesday evenings at 9PM. The 146.820 machine can also be di- 
aled into IRLP and SKYWARN/Peachtree City during inclement weather. 


ASSOCIATE ORGANIZATIONS 


METRO TESTING SESSIONS 


Call ahead to verify session and be prepared with the appro- 
priate forms and required papers. A small fee may be 
charged. Check with the VEC 


Athens, GA 

1st Monday of each EVEN-numbered month at 
7:00 pm 2095 W. Broad Street. 

Contact: EDWIN FUQUA, N4VA 

(706) 354-1727 E: edwin.fuqua@charter.net 


Cartersville, GA 

1st Tuesday of each month at the Cartersville 
Kroger. Contact: JODI POWELL, AG4BK 
(770) 387-1591 


Gainesville, GA 

1st Sunday of EVEN-numbered months 
Johnson High School, 3305 Poplar Springs Rd 
Contact: ALFRED WESTBROOK, KT4VP 
(770) 965-4901 Email: kt4vp@arrl.net 


Milledgeville, GA ARRL / VEC 

2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 am 

at the Mary Vinson Memorial Library, 151 S. Jef- 
ferson Stacross from the Georgia Military Acad- 
emy.Contact: OTIS MURPHY W40Y 

(478) 452-6394 Email: W4OY @arrl.net 


Peachtree City, GA 

1st Thursday of EVEN-numbered months at 
7:00 pm, and the 2nd Saturday of ODD- 
numbered months at 10:00 am at the Peachtree 
City Library, downstairs meeting room. Contact: 
JAN DUBROCA, KN4JD (770) 502-0760 


Snellville, GA 

2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm 

at Walton EMC, 3645 Lenora Church Road. 
Contact: WAYNE TAYLOR, WD3CCA 
(770) 498-7759 


Stone Mountain, GA ARRL/ VEC 

Alford Memorial Radio Club 

2nd Saturday of ODD-numbered months at 8:30 
am Stone Mountain United Methodist Church, 
5312 W. Mountain St. 

Contact: BOB VARONE, W4ETN 

(770) 978 3179 Email:ovarone@juno.com 


East Atlanta and Gwinnett County, GA 
Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society 

3rd Sunday of each month, 3-5PM 

Gwinnett Public Library—Five Forks Branch 
2780 Five Forks Trickum Rd Lawrenceville GA 
Contact: Howie Gould W9HG w9hg@arrl-ga.org 


Atlanta, GA 

Ath Sunday of each month, 2:30pm Georgia Tech 

Visit http://cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/w4aql/test.html for more 
information and to sign up for a mailing list. 

No pre-registration is required. 

Email: w4aql-ve@cyberbuz.gatech.edu (emails preferred over 
phone calls)Phone: 404-894-2936 


UPCOMING HAMFEST CALENDAR 


11 OCTOBER 

ARCA Hamfest 

Amateur Radio Club of Augusta 
http://www.w4dv.org 

Talk-In: 145.490 


1-2 NOVEMBER 

Georgia State Convention Stone Mountain Hamfest 
Alford Memorial Radio Club 
http://www.totr-radio.org 

Talk-In: 146.76+ (PL 107.2) 


The Signman of 
Baton Rouge 


YA. ORDER THE 
nan W4DOC 
wy BADGE! 


Go online or 
“Tay call for pricing 
oe 


7 79Castle Kirk Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 USA 
(225) 757-1545 Phone 225) 766-9387 Fax 
Toll-Free 888-HAM-TAG1 (888-426-8241) 
Http://thesignman.com 


Sunday Night Net: All amateurs are invited to check into the 
Sunday Night Net at 8:00 PM on the 146.82 repeater. This net 
features comments from all check-ins, club news from club of- 
ficers and committee chairpersons, a swap shop, and a dis- 
cussion topic, if requested. 224.34 and 444.825 are normally 


linked in as well for the Sunday Night Net. 


LXPedition 


(Continued from page 1) 
gets the credit or the blame, because he coined the term and initiated the Yahoo Group which we use as 
our base of operations—http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LxPeditionsAtlanta/. 

And for the former, the Lunch Time variant of the same started as | (Jorge-Luis/ki4dSGU)wanted a simi- 
lar HAM experience that could be enacted in a short amount of time during the week (why wait for the 
weekend?) and in the middle of the day at a nearby park or mall-parking-lot near one's office or place of 
employment. Of course being the middle of the day, the 75m SSB NVIS band, the favorite of the night 
LXpeditions would not be optimal. -- Initially we tried a series of Lunch Time VHF/FM SIMPLEXpeditions 
but Atlanta is a very big place and most of those early participants worked in very geographically diverse 
places, so the idea worked, but not so well. Only a few QSOs could be made, and because the nature of 
working with normal VHF/FM 50w mobile rigs with normal vehicle mounted antennas the results were less 
than impressive, the longest contact was about 24 miles. Then | hit on the idea to use the 10m band, be- 
cause the 10m band is TECH friendly (like the original VHF guys), and many of the area HAMs have 10m 
mono bander radios which are easier to take out to the park, while leaving your pampered and more ex- 
pensive all-banders at home, safe and sound. Further more inspired by local strange antenna guru & NVIS 
aficionado Arnold/kc4ZUA home-brew and tree-hung antennae became de rigueur. 

Therefore was born the Lunch Time 10m LXpedition! The idea caught on and many folks also like the 
idea of taking a little break in the middle of their otherwise busy day to go and breathe some fresh air and 
enjoy their favorite hobby with out burning a lot of gas. After organizing the first one it was apparent | could 
not take a varied group of HAMs some all newbie VHF/FM TECHs and some very seasoned HF crusty 
types and throw them together into the sunspot poor HF fuzz an expect everyone to know what to do. 
Hence was born the points system, to help everyone to compare one's own results to others in the group, 
and to promote virtual ELMERism by emphasizing different aspects of field style operations. Well that was 
fine until after collecting the posted the points, everyone's natural competive nature took over. So the cur- 
rent Lunch Time 10m LXpeditions are part CQ/DX Contest, part ARRL Field day, and part WWF Cage 
Match. 

From the start the all LXpeditions are open to any licensed operators anywhere in the world, with no 
particular club affiliation required. The yahoo group grew out of the need to email an ever larger group of 
folks of new and up coming events and have archival material available for those that may have missed an 
event for some reason or another. 

Please understand that many folks have over the last few months have contributed ideas to make each 
event better than the last and as enjoyable as possible. A few of the participants have been inspired to up- 
grade their licenses to include HF privileges after getting hooked on LX style exchanges, others have been 
scouring eBAY and Craig's List for bargain basement deals on old Radio Shack HTX-10 and Rangers, the 
areas Home Depots have been doing a brisk business in painters poles and 12 gauge wire, and even the 
Candy Store (the local HRO) as gotten some business as some folks give in to their deeply felt needs to 
get a 10m bazooka or new mini HF rigs for their LX go-kits. - A true win-win! 

| think that should get everybody caught up to date, so now for the details about the 3rd Lunch Time 
10m LxPedition event this coming O2O0CT2008 Thursday afternoon at 1200~1300 Local ATL Time (EDT/- 
4ZULU), where? well if you have been paying attention anywhere you want it to be. This ones promises 
the best yet, hopefully the troposphere (weather) and the ionosphere help out. The area's temperatures 
are cooler, and the sunspot, albeit still small, seem to be heating up. We also have a few HAMs that have 
contacted me via email from adjacent states, and perhaps will participate, good | need the points too. 

The new Excel LOG file template is now available in the files section, please download and fill out 
online or print it out and later scan back in, either way. Please repost it as a PDF or any other non 
volatile file format. As always, All points are self-awarded based on your log and on the Honor System. 
Please post all logs and location information here to the group. No pre-registration is needed. You'll notice 
that lots of new bonus categories have been created this were created to encourage the spirit of the LXpe- 
ditions of working from a temporary remote location. 

SO GET READY, YOU HAVE A FEW DAYS! Check out the new pics | posted from my recent shake- 
down in the park to make sure some of my new gear and technique were up to snuff. And also download 


(Continued on page 7) 


Congratulations to our 2008-2009 slate of Officers — Part 2 


The Election 2008 is now history! The following members were elected to serve and guide The At- 
lanta Radio Club through 2009; Bill Perkins KB4KFT, President, Rob Osattin KI4UTY, Vice Pres., 
Burt Bruner KI4FOV, Treasurer, George Lane KI4DSO, Secretary, and Chris Fowler KI4YMD, Mem- 
ber-at-Large. Let’s give them a hand for taking on the task of leading us for the next year. In Sep- 
tember we introduced you to our new Pres., Vice Pres., and Secretary. 


Treasurer 


When other high school kids were delivering groceries 
after school, my dad was repairing radios in a local radio 
shop. He had his ham license long before | was around. 
While growing up in Decatur, Alabama, | watched him 
make HF contacts with ships off South America and do 
weather spotting with a 6 meter mobile. | knew exactly 
what Ham Radio was, but didn't quite make the jump to 
getting a license myself until later in life. 

What | did do, at the ripe old age of 6, was to fall in 
love with aviation after a flight with my dentist who 
wanted to do something special for me after pulling 4 
abscessed teeth. | remember sitting in his airplane with 
my nose pressed to the window deciding that | would be 
a pilot when | grew up.After graduating from the Univer- 
sity 
of Alabama, | went to work at Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station doing computer work on one of the support sys- Bert Bruner - KI4FOV 
tems for the Space Shuttle Treasurer 
program. The first thing | did after earning a little spend- 
ing money was to get that pilot's license. 

Several years later, after moving to Atlanta and going 
to work for Lockheed, | took a friend, Dan Gustafson, WB4PYL, for a flight. From the air, he called his wife us- 
ing his HT and a repeater autopatch and then let me call my wife, Becky. As a result of that experience, Dan 
got hooked on flying and | got hooked on Ham Radio. | took the Technician test at the Atlanta Radio Club 
Hamfest in 1993. Dan now has a commercial twin-engine pilot's rating. 

In the 90's Dan and Fred Moore, N4CLA, created a repeater controller called the DRC-186. | loved it. This 
controller was the perfect marriage of Ham Radio and my professional love, computers. To this day, one of 
my passions is still "smart" repeater controllers. My most recent outlet for that passion is D-Star. 

In the mid 1990s, | was part of a group called Hamwatch. Our primary activity was doing radio communica- 
tion for special events like walkathons and bicycle rides. At one point, we were doing about 10 such events a 
year. 

In addition to Ham Radio, I'm working as an engineer for Enroute Networks. I'm sort of a specialist with 
Cisco firewalls and Windows servers, but | support all manner of network infrastructure. Since | 
started in this business, I've worked with just about every major operating system including the big iron main- 
frames. 

I've now lived in DeKalb County for almost 19 years. Becky and | just celebrated our 25th anniversary. We 
have an 11 year old son named Kip. I'm co-chairman of the board of trustees of University Heights United 
Methodist Church. My other interests run the gamut from reading about the origin of the universe to philoso- 


(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
phy and epistemology, to national politics, to photography and writing. 


Member-At-Large - Chris Fowler - KI4YMD 


A good friend of mine, KT4DB, had tried for years to get me into the hobby. | remember back in 1998 
when we went fishing off the coast of Myrtle Beach on a half-day boat, he was able to hit the repeater in MB 
using a HTX-220(? 2M Radio Shack HT). | never took the bait. 

In 2007 | wanted to go to an Asterisk install fest and car pooled with Rob Hoppe. He was on the radio in 
his suburban and was talking to a guy in Birmingham. | was very *interested* in how he was doing it. After 
some info from him and some coaching from Arnold, | bought the technician manual at the ARC ham fest in 
2007. Maybe a week later | bought a VX-170 from HRO for listening. Rob Osattin was a big help as well. He 
brought his VX-170 to one of our Perl meetings in the winter of 2007 and was going to demonstrate IRLP. Lis- 
tened to the VX-170, studied, and passed the test. 

| enjoy hiking and hate getting lost. Some of the people that have gotten lost | felt that would have been 
served better had they had technology with them. One of those is GPS and the other is 
communications. | used to use FRS radios but at .5w they are not very useful for long range communication. 
When you get into vacation spots it seems everyone has a set. Amateur radio fills that need for me. When | 
hike in areas with no cellular service, | can still communicate in case of emergency. | use the GPS so | do not 
get lost and | use the radio to have a QSO or two and in just in case | need some assistance. 

Two main interests | have in ham radio is to provide/use excellent quality of communications, and commu- 
nications over a large distance. I've learned by not being born in the cell-phone era that 
cell-phones should not always be relied on. 


Status: Married with 2 daughters (5 and 3). 


2008 AMSAT Space Symposium October 24-26, 2008 


The Atlanta Radio Club announces that the 2008 AMSAT Space Symposium will be held at the Atlanta 
Buckhead Doubletree Hotel on Friday, October 24 through Sunday, October 26, 2008. The AMSAT Board of 
Directors announced that the 2008 AMSAT Space Symposium will be named the "2008 Harry Yoneda 
JA1ANG AMSAT Space Symposium" in memory and honor of JA1ANG -- Silent Key. Harry was a former AM- 
SAT Board Member and close friend of many in the group. Harry also was a founding member of JAMSAT. 
This year, we have selected a hotel in the heart of Atlanta. With easy access to world class shopping, down- 
town, Centennial Olympic Park, CNN center, the World of Coke, and the Georgia Aquarium, symposium at- 
tendees should have plenty of activities for everyone. Bring along the whole family! 


To volunteer: aa4rc@amsat.org http://www.amsat.org/amsat-new/symposium/2008/ 


Swap Shop...classifieds 


1. Addison, KI4IYA. 
50 amp rack mounted power supply, (Tough & Clean). 
ki4iya@gmail.com 


2. Will, WiZRV 
1W AF AMP Radio Shack - NEW (Great for Speaker Projects) 
W1zrv@arrl.net 


3. Ralph, AA4DQ, Lilburn - Need tower removed, take it down and it’s yours! 770-723-9480 [e| 


(Continued from page 4) 
the log file. 


Other General Information: 
For NE/USA & Europe at that time of day try these 28.380-28.425/USB 


Frequecy Location Power Last Report 


28.2705 Waleska 25w Nice 599 

28.2620 New Hope 25w -- (ki4dSGU/b Jorge's very own 10m Beacon) 
- a special one-day event beacon. 25 extra points for the CW 
Challenge Word on the beacon.!! 


28.2000 NCDXF/IARU Worldwide Beacon Network - If you can hear 
these, then the band is wide open! 


http://www.ncdxf.org/Beacon/intro.html 

-- 10m General Guidelines -- 

Please see my earlier postings; 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LxPeditionsAtlanta/message/42 

& 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LxPeditionsAtlanta/message/158 

Technicians 10 Meter Operating Privileges. You can download a band plan chart here: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LxPeditionsAtlanta/?v=1&t=search&ch=web&pub=groups&sec=group&slk=1 
Technicians 10 Meter Operating Privileges SUMMARY 

SSB PHONE: 28.300-28.500 MHz 

TECHS are limited to 200 Watts at all times. 


& DO NOT HAVE FM VOICE PRIVILEGES ON 10 METERS 
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2007/03/20/100/ 


Monthly Tech Session at PDK set for October 12th 


Monthly Technical Hands-on Session Place: Dekalb-Peachtree Airport (PDK) Angel Flight Confer- 
ence Room Subject: Hands-on APRS. Everything you wanted to know about APRS. How it work, 
how to access it, how to set up your radios. We'll set up a APRS in the room and have at it. 


-- "If you have ever wondered how APRS work or how to set up your 
radio to best work with it, this will be the session to attend." 


For more information! http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SundayTechAtlanta/ 


John Talipsky N3ACK 

The Atlanta Radio Club, Inc. 
385 Madison Chase Drive 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045 


Bill Perkins, KB4KFT 
President 


Rob Osattin, KI4UTY 
Vice President 
rosattin@earthlink.net 


Bert Bruner - KI4FOV 
Treasurer 


George Lane, KI4DSO 
Secretary 
404-943-9221 
glane4j@thinkingguy.com 


Chris Fowler - KI4YMD 
Member-At-Large 


SRS a MEETING NOTICE OCT 2, 2008 
rosattin@earthlink.net 


Robin Cutshaw, AA4RC 
Repeater Manager 
404-713-4000 
aa4rc@amsat.org 


Penn McClatchey, K4PE 
Membership 
770-942-1207 - ext 425 

K4PE@saf.com 


NEW IN 2008! 


D-Star is quickly growing as a preferred mode 
of emergency communications. The rugged, 
new IC-92AD offers 5 full watts of output power 
and comes D-Star ready. Connect the new, op- 
tional GPS speaker mic to transmit position 
data perfect for SAR or other in-the-field work- 
ers. The IC-92AD also offers world-class analog 


performance! r 
DIGITAL. 


John Talipsky Jr, N3ACK 
Hamfest Chairman 
770-995-6446 
johnn3ack@comcast.net 


John Talipsky Sr, KI4Y 
Newsletter 
678-985-1316 


Reserve yours today! 


Oo 
IC-92AD ICOM 


